North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
7th January 2026 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), John Ellacott, Tim Bennett, Lisa Edwards, and Richard Farrar. 
Also present – Mike Richards (Clerk) 
Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence as all councillors were present.
1.  Public participation.
 No residents in attendance, and no issues raised.
2.    Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
       Matters arising from the meeting of 5th November 2025.
       a) Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) – Following the SWARCO engineer’s visit and device 
       recalibration, it was agreed to reverse the direction of data capture to record vehicles 
       entering the village.
b) Waste bins - the intention was to replace the large bin in the Village Garden with a smaller wheelie bin, but NYC put in a new base, and installed a new larger bin. We await to see how frequently this will be emptied. The dog waste bin on Brackenwell lane has been removed as we reported we were struggling to have it emptied. We did however find a resident who offered to do this for us however the council removed it rather than waiting! We shall await dog walkers’ reactions before any follow up takes place.
c) “Rigton Crossing” – any update following meeting with NYC Chief Officer (Karl Battersby)?
Due to Cllr Hull’s absence, matter deferred to next meeting.
             Minutes of the 5th November meeting were proposed as a correct record by Cllr Bennett
             and seconded by Cllr Ellacott.  The Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record. 
      3.    Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None.
       4.    Administration
               a) Village Garden – ownership. Due to Cllr Hull’s absence, this matter was deferred until the 
             March meeting, but due to the continuing delays in progressing this issue it was agreed to 
             seek the possible assistance of any willing solicitors in the village.
               b) Following the resignation of Barbara Massey, a vacancy on the Parish Council has arisen 
             and needs to be formally declared. Councillors agreed to attempt to identify potential 
             candidates. The Chairman formally thanked Councillor Massey on behalf of the Parish 
             Council for her years of service and contribution to the community.
             c) NYC Parish Council Workshops – to be held in January/February, giving councillors the 
             opportunity to question NYC Officers from Highways and Planning on any relevant issues. 
             The Chairman suggested that 2-3 places be requested and attendance to be confirmed when 
             dates agreed.
             d) “Rigton Crossing” – the follow up Open Meeting was provisionally agreed for the 24/25th 
             March or 10/11th April. Date to be confirmed when availability of key individuals agreed. 
      5.   Finance. 
             a)  Approval of expenditure.     

	PAYMENTS

				
	Since

	05/11/2025

			
	M Richards Nov Sal

				£232.86


	M Richards Dec Sal + arrears
				£329.87

	HMRC - PAYE

				£137.90


	HMRC - PAYE

				£137.90


	M Richards – security software
				£84.99

	S Hesselden – grass verge cut
				£522.00

	Business Stream - water

				£16.83

	M Richards - print cartridges
				£67.98


	Almond Garden Services

				£439.00


					£1749.83


	
The clerk then explained again that, due to a change in banking arrangements, it was no longer possible to produce printed copies of individual bank payments as previously when Councillors were able to approve payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets to which the individual bank payment sheets were attached. Councillors had resolved that henceforth a monthly statement (or statements) would be provided at each meeting, showing all payments to be authorised (retrospectively) and two councillors would sign these statements as authorised. The above 9 payments were then approved with 2 councillors signing the bank statements. The clerk also explained that whilst previously the payment approval process ran from the date of the previous meeting to the current date, this would no longer be possible as the bank statements end on the 28th of the month and any payments between that date and the date of the meeting would not be shown (those payments would be included in the next period approval process) Councillors noted.
b) The clerk confirmed that the Council’s budget was on track with no issues to report. 
	
	
	
	


      6.     Planning 
              a) New Applications
              None notified.              

              b) Decisions
              None notified
              c) Other – Residential caravans, Spring House Farm and Beeston’s Lane. Now formally 
              reported to the Senior Enforcement Officer, requesting firm action.
              d) Unauthorised development off Briscoe Ridge Lane. As above at c)
              Above items 5c) and 5d), to be reported to Head of Area6 Boroughbridge (NYC Highways)
      7.    Highways, Footpaths and Verges
              a) High Moor Road – dangerous surface.
              b) Hall Green Lane verges – flooding.
              c) Church Hill – water springing from verge opposite Church.
              d) Water/ice on Rigton Hill.
              Items a) to d) reported to Highways, with a request for acknowledgement and plan of 
              action.
              e) Traffic speeds throughout the village. Councillors discussed and agreed that 20mph zones 
              should be requested on Church Hill (from children’s play area up to the roundabout) and on 
              Rigton Hill (roundabout up to the Village Garden) Clerk will pursue.
              f) Speed bumps. Councillors agreed that following the apparent increase in traffic numbers 
              and speeds, the installation of speed bumps should be requested throughout the requested 
              20mph zones. 

      8.  Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
             a) Village Garden gate. The gate and gatepost need to be repaired. Councillors discussed the 
             best option – whether to repair with wooden replacements or opt for a more long-lasting 
             replacement in metal. The Chairman and Cllr Farrar undertook to explore possibilities and 
             costs.
             b) Gazebos and tables. The Chairman explained that the gazebos used for the Village 
             Garden, had unfortunately been damaged beyond repair by a sudden heavy gust of wind at 
             last year’s event. She had researched various examples of suitable replacements and 
            concluded that the best option was to choose “commercial” quality models. These are 
            obviously more expensive and would cost some £400 each. She would forward details to 
            councillors before a decision is taken but a swift response is needed to benefit from “January 
            discount” Councillors undertook to respond timeously. 
      9.  Items for next meeting
           a) QR code for donations.
           b) Reconstructed bench per Cllr Farrar.
Date of next meeting:
                                     Wednesday 4 March 2026 at 7.30pm at St John’s Church. 
                                      Annual meetings – Wednesday 13 May
                                     There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.20
Signed







Chairman

